
THE BUSH CLUB INC

 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Held at McMahons Point Community Centre
                                                     165 Blues Point Rd McMahons Point at

6.40 PM on Thursday 5 December 2019

Present: Suzanne Aubrun, Walter Baer, Bev Barnett, Kaye Birch, Tim Birks, Carolyn Blake, 
Warwick Blake, Allison Boyle, Ewan Cain, Glenis Carroll, Lydia Chua, Jo Cikos, Graham 
Conden, Wendy Dodd, Evelyn Dowling, Tom Dowling, Chris Edwards, Ian Edwards, Neville
Ellis, Katrina Gaitero, Katherine Gloor, Tom Halbert, Shirley Hart, Tom Heinz, Carol 
Henderson, Jon Hestelow, Penny Hestelow, Jacqui Hickson, Tony Hickson, Cavan Hogue, 
John Hungerford, Colin Isaac, Peter Jordan, Jennie Kelso, Liz La, Edwin Lau,
Graeme Lawless, Lyndal Lawless, Graham Lewarne, Melinda Long, Robert Lowman, John 
Maltby, Ali Mahmoodian, Jan Mathieson, Belinda McKenzie, Barbara Mitchell, Margaret 
Mohandas, Myles Ormsby, Lynne Outhred, Jill Paillas, Chris Paine, Mike Pratt, Elaine Prior, 
Ingrid Radford, Julie Rea, Colin Reid, Pam Reid, John Renzenbrink, Margaret Rozea, Alan 
Sauran, Neil Schafer, Sandra See, Gary Sheekey, Bron Stepowski, Misako Sugiyama, 
Kumiko Suzuki, Bob Taffel, Jo Van der Velden, Peter Walton, Paul Webster, Jan Wilson, 
Marlene Wood, Robert Wood, Christine Yates, Swee Yeo, Marguerite Young

Apologies: Colleen Loudon, Keith Maxwell, Jill Green, Roy Jamieson, Anthea Michaelis, 
Robert Gibson, Jayne Gibson, Jane Millgate, Paul Millgate

President’s Welcome to the Membership: 
Bush Club President Tony Hickson welcomed the membership to the Annual General 
Meeting. 

Confirmation of Minutes of the 2018 AGM:

Motion: “That the Minutes of the 6 December 2018 Annual General Meeting be 
confirmed.”

Moved: Jan Mathieson Seconded: John Hungerford Carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Katherine Gloor (attached)

The Club finished the 2019 financial year in a strong position with net assets of $35367.37, a 
slight increase on the previous year and a small profit of $714.39.  Twenty per cent of all 
membership fees were transferred to a conservation fund and from this fund a total of $3506 
was donated to various conservation organisations. 

A high priority in the 2020 financial year will be the development of a new website. The cost 
of this project is likely to preclude donations to conservation organisations.

Katherine gave special thanks to Bob Wood who continued to audit the accounts and offer 
sage advice. 

The financials have been distributed to members.

Katherine indicated she has held the position of Treasurer for two years now but due to 
travel commitments in 2020 will be stepping down from the role at the AGM.



There were no questions from the floor and the Treasurer presented the Motion:

 Motion 1: "That the meeting receives and adopts the audited and signed Financial 
Reports* of 30 June 2019 as submitted"
* Income & Expenditure Statement, Balance Sheet and 'True and Fair' declaration signed by
the President and Treasurer in accordance with the Associations Incorporation Act 2009 for 
a tier 2 association, signed Audit Report. 

Moved: Katherine Gloor Seconded: Robert Lowman Carried. 

Walks Secretary’s Report: John Hungerford (attached)
John expressed thanks to the 116 members who led activities during the year and to all those 
who participated. He reserved special thanks for Lynn Dabbs in her role as short notice walks 
coordinator.

John listed those members who led the most walks; leaders who attracted the most members 
on a single walk; and members who participated in the greatest number of walks.

He also described the variety of activities that were available to members to participate in 
during the year.

John made special mention of the very successful 80 leaders project for the club’s 80th 
birthday and thanked his fellow sub-committee members- Roy Jamieson, Bob Taffel and 
Michael Keats. 

John is standing down as walks secretary and has nominated for another Committee position.

Motion: “That the Walks Report be Accepted”. 

Moved: John Hungerford Seconded: Peter Walton

Attracting and Encouraging Leaders Report: Tom Dowling (attached)

Tom thanked and read out the names of the 22 new leaders who led walks during the year.

Motion: “That the Attracting and Encouraging Leaders Report be Accepted”. 

Moved: Tom Dowling Seconded: Katherine Gloor

Membership Secretary’s Report: Lydia Chua (attached)
Lydia noted the following trends during the year: 
- a reduction in the age of membership applicants 
- a higher percentage of prospectives progressing to become full members within a short 
period
- an increased number of members who become leaders 
Lydia is standing down as membership secretary and thanked those who helped out when she 
was unavailable with special mention of Tony and Jacqui for their support during her period 
in the position.

Motion: “That the Membership Report be Accepted”. 



Moved: Lydia Chua Seconded: Colin Reid

President’s Report: Tony Hickson (attached)

Tony encouraged all members to help sustain the positive culture of the Bush Club. This 
culture is most evident in the number and variety of activities on the program; the high level 
of participation by members; the success of the 80th Birthday function and associated walks; 
and attendance at the AGM.

Tony reflected on the decline in the more arduous multi-day activities that were once a feature
of the Bush Club program commenting that this possibly reflects the ageing of the Club’s 
members. This it is why it is essential for the continued success of the club to encourage 
newer, younger members to refresh the Club. 

Tony made mention of the work being done by Swee Yeo on the club’s website and Swee’s 
availability to demonstrate work to date.

He gave special thanks to Allison Boyle and Julie Rea, standing down post the AGM, for their
contribution to the Club’s social program and their hard work in making these a success.

Motion: “That the President’s Report be Accepted”. 

Moved: Tony Hickson Seconded: Graham Conden

Other business: Comments by members
Neil Schafer expressed his concern that as an older member there are insufficient Grade 1 
walks on the program, specifically walks less than 8km in length. 

The President handed over the meeting to Graham Conden as Returning Officer.

Graham Conden took the Chair. He expressed the view that the past year was the most 
successful he had experienced as a Bush Club member and thought the concept of 80 leaders 
was brilliant. He thanked the outgoing Committee and declared all positions vacant.  

Election of Office Bearers for 2019-20

Nominations were:

President: Tony Hickson
Vice President: Jan Mathieson
Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Colin Reid
Assistant Secretary: Colleen Loudon
Treasurer/Public Officer: Wendy Dodd
Membership Secretary: John Hungerford
Walks Secretary: Neville Ellis
Events Coordinator: Lydia Chua and Margaret Mohandas
Ordinary Member Responsible for New Leaders: Tom Dowling
Ordinary Member: Anthea Michaelis

Auditor: Robert Wood



No further nominations were received from the floor, all members voted in favour of the new 
committee and auditor and the Returning Officer declared all above to be elected unopposed.

Following confirmation of committee positions for 2019/20, Graham invited Tony Hickson to
retake the Chair as President. Tony Hickson asked that all Committee Members including 
those appointed directly by the Committee be requested to prepare a report for the AGM in 
2020.

The meeting closed at 7:15 pm.

Bush Club AGM 5th December 2019

Treasurer's Report 

The Club finished the 2019 FY with net assets of $35367.37 a slight increase on the previous 
year and a small profit of $714.39.  This was achieved despite allocating a 5th of all 
membership fees to be put into a conservation fund. The fund was used to donate a total of 
$3506 to various conservation organisations during the year.

I'd like to say a special thank you to Bob Wood who continues to auditor our accounts and 
offer sage advice. 

The financials have been distributed to members.

I have held the position of Treasurer for two years now but due to travel commitments in 
2020 I will be stepping down from the role at the AGM.

I would like to thank all my fellow committee members for the support they have given me 
during my time as Treasurer and in my previous role as Minute Secretary.  I've enjoy being 
on the Committee and will be only too happy to offer my services in the future if needed.

Thank you
Katherine Gloor











Walks Secretary’s Report
The Bush Club AGM – 5 December 2019

This report covers the period from 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019.
This has been my second year in this role.  During the year I filled in several times as Short
Notice Walks Co-ordinator when Lynn Dabbs was away.  So I know first-hand how much
work she does every week.  Please acknowledge all her good work.
I don’t create the Walks Program -it’s created by each and every Leader that puts on a walk.
However, I do package the Quarterly Programs from the relevant submissions.  I’m grateful
that many of you submit walks via the Short Notice facility also.  This certainly enhances the
Quarterly  Program.  So -  a  big  thank you to  all  those Leaders  – in  fact  there  were  116
individuals who led activities (up from 106 last year).  Hands up if you were one of those
special people.
Also contributing to the success of the Walks program are all those who participated in any of
those walks.  So if you were one of those, I do thank you as well.
       Activity No. Walks Led (>=10) Leaders with >=25 people.

Unfortunately  no  special
credit is given for multi-day
activities.

I’m aware that some Leaders
choose  to  limit  how  many
people they take

481 Day Walks 44 Roy Jamieson 37 – John Hungerford
  19 Pack Walks 31 Tom Dowling 36 – Adrienne Kinna
  16 Cycling 29 Robert Carter 27 – Graham Lewarne 
  12 Overseas Trips 29 Yuri Bolotin 26 – Chris Edwards
  11 Canyoning 22 Bob Seibright 25 – Mike Pratt
    9 Musical Meanders 21 Robyn Christie 25 – Mike Pickles
    9 Accommodated in Aust. 18 Adrian Jones
    2 Car camping 14 Adrienne Kinna
    1 Kayaking 14 John Hungerford
560 TOTAL 13 Carole Beales Members who have
Up from 517 last year 13 Kevin Yeats done the most walks.

11 Trevor McAlister (Some  key  people  may
have

Plus 10 Ewan Cain Been missed – sorry)
22 Recce walks   9 by 4 Leaders 71 – Kumiko Suzuki

  8 by 2 Leaders 61 – Rogo
  7 by 4 Leaders 56 - John Hungerford
  6 by 6 Leaders 49 – Tom Dowling
  5 by 4 Leaders 48 –  Jacqui Hickson
  4 by 14 Leaders 48 –  Roy Jamieson
  3 by 13 Leaders 44 – Robyn Christie
  2 by 18 Leaders 43 – Neville Ellis
  1 by 38 Leaders 32 – Yuri Bolotin
116 different Leaders
Up from 106 last year

30 – Jennie Kelso

574  total  Activities  –
includes joint led activities

25 – Adrian Jones

The  12  Overseas  trips  were  to:  Slovenia  (2  groups),  France,  Mongolia,  Austria,  Spain,
Portugal, Japan, New Zealand, Azerbaijan/Georgia/Armenia, Ireland and Peru.
Other functions that appeared on the Program were:
Training
Two First Aid courses and one Leadership Training Day arranged by Walter Baer.
Map and Compass Instruction by Alan Sauran
Map Reading by Graham Conden
Social – arranged by Allison Boyle and Julie Rea



- Birthday Function in October
- AGM After-Party in December
- The thank you to Leaders Function in April

Recce walks
A reminder that if two or more Members or Prospective advise the details to me or Lynn
Dabbs beforehand – the group is covered by the club’s insurance policy.

80 Leaders 80 Walks project
This project, which started on 1 December 2018 and concluded on 31 October 2019, produced
several First Time Leaders.  Tom Dowling will mention them in his report.
In the period up to 30 June 2019   63 of the walks were completed.  Subsequently all 80 walks
have been completed.  Thanks to those 80 Leaders.
The reports for those walks (and the other 17) are up on the Bush Club website.  To view
them - get into the website, click on Photo Gallery then in the middle of the page click on 80
Leaders.  The list of the 80 walks appears.  To view any of them just click on the white ‘pdf’.
Thanks to Colleen Loudon and Jacqui Hickson for enabling this.

All in all you can see that The Bush Club provided a very varied program.  A special thanks
to those Leaders who did organise multi-day activities – either in Australia or Overseas.
As  a  consequence  of  good  succession  planning  you  can  look  forward  to  a  new  Walks
Secretary after tonight.
Happy Walking.
John Hungerford
Walks Secretary

New Leaders Report – AGM 2019
Congratulations to the following TWENTY TWO new leaders who led their first walks for 
the Bush Club :-
James Mahoney
Kris Moore
Kerrie McLean
Jon Hestelow
Ghada El-Ghoul
Henry Lacina

Jennie Fisher
Colleen Loudon
Regina Haertsch
Robert Lowman
Bernie Hunt
Anne Armstrong

Cliff Britton
Trevor Giblin
Jennie Kelso
Mike Ward
Suk Kwan Ha

Ingrid Radford
Jenny Donoghoe
Tom Heinz
Florence Cho
Paul Webster

We thank them and look forward to them continuing to lead walks. 
Apologies for any misspellings and omissions.
Tom Dowling

Membership Report
In 2019 the following trends in membership continued:

- Applications from younger members with the average age of applicants throughout 2018 
being 59.65 and for the corresponding period in 2019 58.2.

- Higher percentage of prospectives progressing to become full members within a short 
period.

- Increased number of members who become leaders and this is due in no small part to effort 
by the ‘Finding and Encouraging Leaders’ team.  The recent project of '80 Leader Walks' to 
coincide with the Club’s 80th birthday has seen a flood of participation by members who 
were first time leaders.



I will be relinquishing my role as membership secretary after the AGM and would like to 
thank all committee members for supporting me throughout the last 3 years, especially to 
those who stepped in when I was away.  Special thanks to Tony and Jacqui who were always 
ready to assist me.  I am glad to see the Club moving to the right direction in the last few 
years and hopefully will continue to do well in future.

I am happy to be able to contribute to the Club in the last 3 years in my role as membership 
secretary and as time has come for a change of guard I will start the handover process as soon 
as the new membership secretary is ready and will ensure that the transition will be seamless.

Lydia Chua, Membership Secretary
December 2019

President’s Report

OUR WALKS PROGRAM
This year we had 560 walks or other activities such as cycle rides. This was an increase of 8%
over the prior year and means we had an average of 45 walks per month - a wonderful result 
so thank you to all our leaders. Without you the club would not exist. More than half our 
walks are now submitted after the quarterly program is issued so the short notice program has 
clearly become more popular with our leaders over time.
Our program was also a diverse one with plenty of overseas walks and accommodated walks.
Sadly the number of packs walks is now quite small and they are not attracting the number of 
walkers that they have in the past. It is also the case that we don’t have as many demanding 
day walks that we have had historically. These trends are a direct result of our membership 
getting older and are being experienced by other clubs as well.

OUR LEADERS
This year 116 members led one or more walks for the club up 10% on the year before. You 
will see in the programs that we have some leaders who led large numbers of walk and this 
shows a fantastic commitment to the club. So thank you again all leaders however, any walks 
you led for us.

OUR MEMBERSHIP
At the end of November, we had 728 members including 105 prospective members and this 
was an increase of 1% on the previous year. We have had a steady flow of between 6 and 10 
members per month and most of these are aged in their 50s or 60s. The average age of new 
members dropped from 59.7 in 2018 to 58.2 in 2019. Not dramatic but a steady and positive 
trend. We warmly welcome members of all ages but it is vital for the club’s future that we 
continue this flow of younger members.
This past year has seen many weekend walks on the program and this has given members who
are working during the week the chance to walk with the club.

OUR 80th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
A great success with 80 leaders each leading a different walk and attracting lots of walkers. 
The finale was the birthday bash at Lane Cove National Park that attracted 100 members most
of whom participated in one of the 5 walks put on that day that finished at our lunch spot. A 
fantastic day.
Reports of all 80th Birthday walks are up on the website and include photos taken on the day.

OUR FUNCTIONS
A big thank you to Allison Boyle and Julie Rea for organising our functions over the past two 
years. Their job became even harder as the functions grew in size so they became victims of 



their own success! They are stepping down from their roles after tonight and will get a well-
deserved rest.
Lydia Chua and Margaret Mohandas will be taking over and I am sure they will also do a 
fantastic job.

OUR WEBSITE
Swee Yeo has been working in recent times on the website redesign and will be able to 
demonstrate a prototype tonight to anyone interested.

OUR COMMITTEE
We have again this year had a fantastic, committed committee who have been a delight to 
work with so thank you everyone. Members have been action oriented, non-bureaucratic and 
creative in solving problems and have been very hard working. Many put in very long hours 
week after week. We have also had plenty of laughs along the way!

OUR CLUB CULTURE
I learnt early in my working career of the importance of culture in all organisations. I believe 
that we have a powerful, friendly and very positive culture that is strongly focused on 
bushwalking for our members and it is critically important that our club’s leadership team 
continues to sustain it.
Recent examples have been that when 3 committee and/or support roles became vacant for the
coming year there were immediate responses to the Bulletins advising of the vacancies and 
they were filled within a few days. So thank you to Neville Ellis, Tom Dowling and Margaret 
Mohandas to putting your hands up so promptly and enthusiastically.

The attendance at functions like tonight and the 80th birthday picnic also tell us something 
about our culture. So, let’s all continue to do our bit to sustain it.

Tony Hickson
President
December 2019
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